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"LONDON PLS POUCH TO BELFAST" 
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TAGS: PINT, EI, UK (NI) 

SUBJECT: PRESS EXPECTS PROVO TRUCE 

REF: DUBLIN 1815, 1790 

1. DUBLIN NEWSPAPERS DECEMBER 20 EXPECT THAT PROVO IRA WILL ANNO- 
UNCE CHRISTMAS TRUCE SUNDAY EVENING, DEC 22, OR ALTERNATIVELY ON 
CHRISTMAS EVE. MORE IMPORTANT, PRESSS ALSO SPECULATES THAT THERE 
WILL BE A "SUBSTANTIAL RESPONSE" FROM BRITISH GOVERNMENT. WHILE 
PROTESTANT INTERMEDIARIES ARE STILL DENYING THAT THEY ARE NEGOT- 
IATING TERMS. THEY HAVE CLEARLY HAD SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS WITH BOTH 
BRITISH AND PROVOS. ACCORDING TO PRESS, PROVOS EXPECT BRITISH RES- 
ONDO TO TRUCE BY RELEASING A LARGE NUMBER OF INTERNEES, WITH- 
DRAWING SOME SOLDIERS TO BARRACKS, AND ENDING ARRESTS AND "HARRASS- 
MENT.” SUCH STEPS COULD BE PRELUDE TO NEGOTIATIONS FOR PROLONG- 
ING TRUCE AND HOPEFULLY TURNING IT INTO LEASTING CEASE-FIRE. 

2. IF IT COMES OFF, THIS WILL BE FIRST TRUCE SINCE CHRISTMAS 1972 
AND FIRST TRUCE ACCOMPANIED BY NEGOTIATIONS SINCE JUNE/JULY 1972. 

2. COMMENT: A REAL SUSPENSION OF PROVO VIOLENCE WOULD, OF COURSE, 
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BE VERY SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. WE 
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WISH TO REPEAT CAUTIONS GIVEN IN REFTELS, HOWEVER, THERE STILL 
APPEARS TO BE A VERY DEEP DIVIDE BETWEEN PROVO AND BRITISH CONDIT- 
IONS FOR LASTING CEASE-FIRE. BRITISH CONDITIONS, IN TURN, MUST 
DEPEND ON NEEDS OF PROTESTANT COMMUNITY AS WELL AS OF PROVOS. 

EVERYONE NATURALLY HOPES THAT THE PEACE EFFORT WILL WORK, BUT 
PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS SHOW HOW DIFFICULT IT IS TO RECONCILE CONFLICT- 
ING DEMANDS. 

MOORE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMISTICE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 20 DEC 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974DUBLIN01819 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740371-0294 
From: DUBLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 220/aaaaaqot. tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 74 DUBLIN 1815, 74 1790 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2002 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <28 MAR 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS EXPECTS PROVO TRUCE 
TAGS: PINT, El, UK, IRA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



